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DETAILED ACTION 

• Applicant's Request for Continued Examination filed 12/9/2004 is acknowledged. 

• Claims 20-26 are newly added. 

• Claims 1-26 remain pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

2. Claims 1-5, 8-11, and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by McMullin (US005809128A). 

- In regards to Claim 1, 
McMullin discloses a method of activating an inactive terminal of a data network 
characterized by the following step's: establishing a connection to a server of the data 
network (a caller, wishing to call a network subscriber, establishes a connection from 
the callers terminal to a proxy (see items 44a and 38 of figure 38)) and transmitting an 
identifier of the terminal to be activated to the server of the data network (the 
subscribers number is sent to the proxy (see figures 2 and 3)), receiving the identifier at 
the server of the data network (the proxy receives the subscribers number (see figures 
2 and 3)), interpreting the identifier at the server of the data network to determine the 
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telephone nunnber of the terminal be activated (the proxy performs a DN IS/AN I lookup, 
thus it has interpreted the number it receives from the caller (see figures 2 and 3)); 
making a call from the server of the data network through the telephone network to the 
terminal to be activated (the server calls the subscriber through the PSTN (see figures 2 
and 3:, signaling the identity of the server of the data network through the telephone 
network to the terminal to be activated (the proxy communicates to the subscriber's 
computer using IP packets which have source addresses and these packets are sent 
through the PSTN to the subscriber (see figure 2 and column 6)), receiving the 
telephone call and interpreting the signaling at the terminal be activated (the subscriber 
receives a notification from the proxy (see figure 2 and columns 10 and 11)), terminating 
the telephone call to the terminal by the server of the data network (the proxy sends the 
notifications and signaling to the subscriber (see figure 2 and columns 1 0 and 1 1 )) and 
establishing a connection from the terminal to be activated to the data network if the 
signaling indicates that the telephone call came from a server of the data network (the 
subscriber is notified of the incoming call from the server and the subscriber can accept 
the call and establish communication with the caller through the use of the subscribers 
PC (see figure 2 and columns 1 0 and 1 1 ); 

- In regards to Claim 2, 
McMullin discloses a method of activating an inactive terminal of a data network 
that covers all limitations of the parent claim. 
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The establishment of the connection to the server of the data network and the 
transmission of the identifier of the terminal to be activated the server of the data 
network are effected by the further terminal (the caller makes a call to the subscriber 
using the subscribers phone number (see figure 2 and column 6)); 

- In regards to Claim 3, 

McMullin discloses a method of activating an inactive terminal of a data network 
that covers all limitations of the parent claim. 

In order to establish a connection between the further terminal and the terminal 
to be activated, McMullin discloses that the terminal to be activated establishes a 
connection to a server of the data network (when the subscriber decides to 
communicate with the caller the subscriber indicates so to the proxy (see figure 2 and 
columns 10 and 1 1 )) and transmits its identifier to the server or the identifier is 
determined by the server (the subscriber transmits IP pa9kets to the proxy which have 
source addresses in them (see figure 2 and columns 10 and 11)), the data network 
addresses of the two terminals are transmitted by the server of the data network to the 
respective other terminal or are retrieved by the terminals from the server (1 P packets 
have both source and destination addresses in them (see figure 2 and columns 10 and 
1 1 ), and connection is established by the terminals through the telephone network and 
the data network (a connection between the subscriber and the caller is established 
(see columns 1 0 and 1 1 ). 
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- In regards to Claim 4, 

McMullin discloses a method of activating an inactive terminal of a data network 
that covers all limitations of the parent claim. 

The data network in McMullin is designed as an Internet Protocol network (the 
data network is an the Internet (see column 6)). 

- In regards to Claim 5, 

McMullin discloses a method of activating an inactive terminal of a data network 
that covers all limitations of the parent claim. 

The further terminal of McMullin is a calling part/s terminal connected to a 
telephone network (the caller has a terminal connected to the PSTN (see figure 2)) and 
in that the terminal to be activated is a called party's terminal connected to the 
telephone network (the subscribers computer is connected to the PSTN (see figure 2)) 
the called party's terminal being activated to set up a voice call between the calling 
party's terminal and the called party's terminal through the IP network (the subscriber 
sets up a connection with the caller through the Internet (see figure 2 and columns 10 
and 11)). 

- In regards to Claim 8, 

McMullin discloses a method of activating an inactive terminal of a data network 
that covers all limitations of the parent claim. 
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McMullin discloses a server of a data network (a proxy server of a data network 
(see figure 2; characterized by means for receiving from a terminal an identifier of a 
terminal to be activated, which connected to a telephone network (the proxy receives a 
phone number of a subscriber connected to the PSTN and to whom a caller wishes to 
contact (see figure 2 and column 6)) means for making a telephone call over the 
telephone network to the terminal to be activated (the proxy contacts the subscriber 
through the PSTN (see figure 2)) and means for terminating the telephone call to the 
terminal to be activated (the proxy can terminate the call by the caller in various ways, 
such as voice mail functions (see figure 2 and Page 6 columns 10 and 11)). 

- In regards to Claim 9, 

McMullin discloses a method of activating an inactive terminal of a data network 
that covers all limitations of the parent claim. 

The server of McMullin is designed as an access server in an IP network (the 
proxy can be implemented in the Internet and serves to provide access to a subscriber 
by the caller (see figure 2 and columns 1 0 and 1 1 )). 

- In regards to Claim 10, 

McMullin discloses a method of activating an inactive terminal of a data network 
that covers all limitations of the parent claim. 
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The server of McMullin further comprising means for interpreting the identifier 
and determining the telephone number of the terminal to be activated (the proxy 
interprets the subscribers number entered by the caller in order to perform a look-up 
function (see figure 3)). 

- In regards to Claim 1 1 , 

McMullin discloses a method of activating an inactive terminal of a data network 
that covers all limitations of the parent claim. 

The server of McMullin further comprises means for accepting a telephone call 
received from the terminal over the telephone network and means for establishing a 
connection from the terminal the data network (the proxy comprises means for 
implementing calls from the subscriber to the caller that traverse through the PSTN and 
Internet (see figure 2 and columns 1 0 and 1 1 )). 

- In regards to Claim 23, 

McMullin discloses a method of activating an inactive terminal of a data network 
that covers all limitations of the parent claim. 

McMullin discloses that the subscriber could decide to disconnect from the 
telephone link to free up for incoming calls, at which point a connection could be 
established, such as through the data network (Col. 10-11, lines 65-8; claim 23 - 
connection from the terminal to be activated is established after terminating the 
telephone call to the terminal by the server of the data network). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 12-19, 22, and 24-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over McMullin in view of Rahikainen et al. (US006085080A), hereafter 
Rahikainen. 

- In regards to Claim 12 and 15, 16, 18, and 19, 
McMullin discloses an adapter unit characterized by means for establishing a 
connection from the terminal to a server of a data network over the telephone network 
(the subscriber using his or her computer can establish a connection to the proxy 
through the PSTN (see figure 2 and columns 10 and 1 1 )), means for receiving a 
telephone call of a server of the data network (the proxy connects a call with the 
subscribers computer (see figure 2 and columns 10 and 11)), means for interpreting a 
number of a caller (the callers number is displayed to the subscriber by the subscribers 
computer (see figure 2 and columns 1 0 and 1 1 )), means for retrieving and/or receiving a 
data network address of a further adapter unit of the caller from the server of the data 
network (the proxy sends the subscriber the phone number of 
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the caller (see figure 2 and columns 1 0 and 1 1 )) and means for establishing a data call 
to the further adapter unit through the data network (the subscriber uses his or her 
computer to establish a call with the caller (see figure 2 and columns 2 and 3)). 
regarding claim 17, McMulltn discloses the microcomputer as a personal computer (see 
figures 1 and 2). 

McMullin does not disclose comparing caller and server telephone numbers.in 
order to determine whether to accept or reject the call. 

Rahikainen discloses a system wherein the telephone numbers of incoming calls 
are compared to numbers on a restricted list and a determination is made as to whether 
to accept or reject the associated incoming calls (see column 5, lines 7-39). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
implement this feature in the McMullin system because as Rahikainen points out, in 
column 2 lines 30-41 , such a feature would make the system more user-friendly and 
flexible by allowing users of the system to selectively restrict and/or reject calls from 
taking place. 

- In regards to Claims 13 and 14, 

McMullin discloses a method of activating an inactive terminal of a data network 
that covers all limitations of the parent claim. 

Furthermore, McMullin discloses means for transmitting the identifier of a 
terminal to be activated or the identification of a called party to the server of the data 
network (the caller sends the phone number of the subscriber he or she is trying to call 
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to the proxy and also the subscriber, when he or she decides to comnnunicate with the 
caller through the computer, sends the callers address to the proxy in an IP packet so 
that the proxy knows where to send the packet when it is received (see figure 2 and 
columns 10 and 11)). 

McMullin shows implementation as a processor, a memory, an interface to the 
telephone network and an interface to an Internet Protocol (IP) network (the subscribers 
computer has a processor, a memory and interfaces to the PSTN and Internet (see 
figure 2 and columns 10 and 11)). 

- In regards to Claim 17, 

McMullin discloses a method of activating an inactive terminal of a data network 
that covers all limitations of the parent claim. 

McMullin discloses the microcomputer as a personal computer (see figures 1-2). 

- In regards to Claim 22, 

McMullin discloses a method of activating an inactive terminal of a data network 
that covers all limitations of the parent claim. 

McMullin does not explicitly disclose the terminal to be activated as having not 
yet established a connection through the data network. Specifically, the method of 
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McMullin is disclosed for when the terminal's telephone link is using the link for 
connecting to a data network. 

However, the method of McMullin would be applicable when the terminal's 
telephone link is being used for any other use, such as another telephone call, and 
would not necessarily require the link being used in a data network connection to be 
viable. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to implement the method of McMullin for when the telephone link of the called 
terminal is being used for another telephone call and has yet been connected to a data 
network. The method of McMullin would be applicable regardless of how the telephone 
link is being utilized when the incoming call signaling is received. 

- In regards to Claim 24-26, 

McMullin discloses a method of activating an inactive terminal of a data network 
that covers all limitations of the parent claim. 

Referring to Fig. 2, McMullin discloses the functionality of the adapter to be within 
the subscriber's premises 28, between the subscriber and the telephone network (claim 
24,26 - adapter unit is connected between a terminal of the telephone network and the 
telephone network; claim 25 - adapter is incorporated in the telephone). 
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5. Claims 20 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over McMullin. 


- In regards to Claim 20 and 21 , 

McMullin discloses a method of activating an inactive terminal of a data network 
that covers all limitations of the parent claim. 

McMullin does not explicitly disclose the terminal to be activated as having not 
yet established a connection through the data network. Specifically, the method of 
McMullin is disclosed for when the terminal's telephone link is using the link for 
connecting to a data network. 

However, the method of McMullin would be applicable when the terminal's 
telephone link is being used for any other use, such as another telephone call, and 
would not necessarily require the link to be engaged in a data network connection at the 
time of the received incoming call signalling to be viable. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to implement the method of McMullin for when the telephone link of the called 
terminal is being used for another telephone call and has yet been connected to a data 
network. The method of McMullin would be applicable when an incoming call is 
received as the telephone link is being used in another telephone call rather than a data 
network connection. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 6 and 7 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

- In regards to Claim 6, 

The prior art of record does not teach or fairly suggest a method of activating 
an inactive terminal of a data network in which a VoIP adapter of a called 
party prevents an incoming call from being transferred from an identified VoIP 
server to the called terminal until a connection from the called VoIP adapter to 
a POP server is made and the IP addresses of the calling and called VoIP 
adapters are received and an IP connection between the adapters is made. 


Response to Arguments 

7. Applicants arguments with respect to claims 20-26 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

- Applicant has not provided arguments with respect to claims 1-19 in the 
Amendment filed 12/9/2004. 

- Arguments filed 10/18/2004 were responded to in the Advisory Action 
mailed 11/22/2004. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this connnnunication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gregory B Sefcheck whose telephone number is 571- 
272-3098. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:00am-4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hassan Kizou can be reached on 571-272-3088. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

GBS 

2-28-2005 


